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“For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all people. 12 And we are instructed to turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should live in this evil world with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God.”  
Titus 2: 11-12 (NLT)

Grace is described as “undeserved or unmerited favor.” Grace is God’s love, mercy and favor He shows to us who are unworthy. In His grace, God forgives and blesses us, despite the fact that we do not deserve to receive it. God gives us grace because the Lord loves us, He sees us as His treasures, He delights in us, and He gives abundant life to us. Throughout this year, we will look at various biblical examples of individuals who were recipients of God’s amazing grace in their lives.

Our lessons over the next 13 weeks will come from the Gospel of Luke. Luke, a physician and missionary companion of the Apostle Paul, wrote on the life of Jesus, the Great Physician, who ministered to and had great compassion for everyone: Jews, Gentiles, Samaritans, women, children, tax collectors, and sinners. The Gospel message of Jesus, shared in the Book of Luke, was to bring salvation to all. Jesus extended grace to all, especially those shunned by society. Jesus called for individuals to follow Him as His disciples. It is our prayer that from our lessons, we too follow Jesus as His disciples, leave behind our old ways, and grow in faith and understanding of His Kingdom.
Lessons:
Feb. 2

“Tax Collector to Disciple”

Luke 5: 27-32

Feb. 9

“Faith of the Centurion”

Luke 7: 1-10
Feb. 16

“Jesus Forgives a Sinful Woman”
Luke 7: 36-50
Feb. 23

“The Disciples at Work”

Luke 9: 1-6; 10-17
February 2, 2025




Lesson 5
“Tax Collector to Disciple”
Luke 5: 27-32 (NLT)

27 The Later, as Jesus left the town, he saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at his tax collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus said to him. 
28 So Levi got up, left everything, and followed him.

29 Later, Levi held a banquet in his home with Jesus as the guest of honor. Many of Levi’s fellow tax collectors and other guests also ate with them. 
30 But the Pharisees and their teachers of religious law complained bitterly to Jesus’ disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with such scum?”

31 Jesus answered them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. 
32 I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners and need to repent.”

Commentary:

In today’s lesson, we will look at the calling of Levi (also known as Matthew) as he became a follower of Jesus. Levi was a tax collector. The tax collectors, in Jesus’ day, were Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes on behalf of the Roman Empire. The tax collectors, or publicans, were responsible for collecting taxes on property and income. The Jews had little to no love for the Romans and the thought that some of their own would aid the Romans is excessively taxing the Jews were considered offensive. It was known that some tax collectors took extra from the Jews for their own profit. The tax collectors were hated and considered traitors to the Jewish community.

Jesus, leaving a town, saw Levi sitting at his booth, collecting taxes. Jesus looked at him and said, “Follow Me and be My disciple.” Levi, hearing Jesus’ voice, obeyed His command by getting up, left everything and followed Jesus. 

Jesus showed love and grace toward Levi in that while Christ knew what Levi was doing, Jesus still called him to be one of His disciples. The people despised Levi, yet Jesus loved and called Levi to be a disciple. Feeling the love and compassion Jesus had for him, Levi responded to Jesus’ invitation by leaving his tax collecting business and following the Lord. 
Levi later gave a great feast in his home in honor of Jesus. Levi was excited to follow Jesus that he threw a big party with Jesus as the guest of honor. It is believed he did this so that his family and friends could meet Jesus. There at the feast were fellow tax collectors. This dinner provided them an opportunity to meet Jesus as well and perhaps experience a transformation in their life as Levi did and the joy that comes with that.

The Pharisees and religious leaders saw Jesus eating and fellowshipping with Levi and the tax collectors and became bitterly anger that Jesus was socializing with sinners.  They approached His disciples and asked, “Why do you eat and drink with sinners; with such scum?” The Pharisees and leaders could not understand why this ‘self-proclaimed’ Son of God would be in the same presence as those who would cheat their own kind. 

Jesus, hearing and perceiving their complaint, responded by saying that healthy people do not need a doctor but sick people do. Jesus said that He came not to call the righteous, but to those who know they are sinners and need to repent. The Pharisees considered themselves righteous and therefore rejected Jesus. However, sinners, like Levi, received Jesus’ invitation and invited Christ in their hearts and home. 
Questions:
1. How did the Jews feel about tax collectors?

2. What does it say about Jesus in asking Levi to follow Him and be one of His disciples despite him being a tax collector and how others viewed him?

3. Why do you think Levi threw a feast in honor of Jesus?

Levi invited his fellow tax collectors to the feast so that they could meet Jesus.     Who do you invite to meet Jesus?

4. Why were the Pharisees so upset and what was Jesus’ message to them?

5. Explain Jesus’ words in verse 31-32.    What does it mean to you that Jesus came to save you from your sins and to make you whole, healthy?

In what ways will you show your appreciation to Him for the transformation in your life?
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Daily Reading:
Monday, February 3, Luke 5: 33-39
Tuesday, February 4, Luke 6: 1-11
Wednesday, February 5, Luke 6: 12-19
Thursday, February 6, Luke 6: 20-36
Friday, February 7, Luke 6: 37-49
Saturday, February 8, Reflection

Sunday, February 9, Luke 7: 1-10
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February 9, 2024




Lesson 6
“Faith of the Centurion”

Luke 7: 1-10 (NLT)

1 When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people, he returned to Capernaum. 
2 At that time the highly valued slave of a Roman officer was sick and near death. 
3 When the officer heard about Jesus, he sent some respected Jewish elders to ask him to come and heal his slave. 
4 So they earnestly begged Jesus to help the man. “If anyone deserves your help, he does,” they said, 
5 “for he loves the Jewish people and even built a synagogue for us.”

6 So Jesus went with them. But just before they arrived at the house, the officer sent some friends to say, “Lord, don’t trouble yourself by coming to my home, for I am not worthy of such an honor. 
7 I am not even worthy to come and meet you. Just say the word from where you are, and my servant will be healed. 
8 I know this because I am under the authority of my superior officers, and I have authority over my soldiers. I only need to say, ‘Go,’ and they go, or ‘Come,’ and they come. And if I say to my slaves, ‘Do this,’ they do it.”

9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed. Turning to the crowd that was following him, he said, “I tell you, I haven’t seen faith like this in all Israel!” 
10 And when the officer’s friends returned to his house, they found the slave completely healed.

Commentary:
Jesus returned to Capernaum after teaching on the Beatitudes. There a highly valued servant of a Centurion was sick to the point of death. Caring for his servant, the centurion requested the service of Jesus to comes and heal his servant. Undoubtedly, the officer heard about Jesus and the things He could do, thus inquiring that Jesus come and heal his servant. The Jews pleaded for Jesus to help the officer stating that he loved the Jewish nation and that he even built their synagogue. Seeing how the Jewish elders pleading for the officer is unique in that Jews often did not get along with the Romans and it was rare for Jewish leaders to help a Gentile. However, here in our text, the elders begged for Jesus to go and help the Roman centurion saying that he loved their people and built their synagogue.

Jesus agreed to go with them to the Centurion’s house to heal his servant. However, just before they arrived, the officer sent some to meet them with a message saying, “Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof. Therefore, I did not even think myself worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my servant will be healed.” First, notice that this Roman officer called Jesus, “Lord.” Knowing that Jesus was Lord, the officer recognized his shortcomings; his sinful nature, and stated that he was not worthy for Jesus to enter in his house. But knowing Jesus was all-powerful, had healing powers and had authority of sickness and diseases, Jesus could just speak the word and his servant would be healed. This Centurion, though not a Jew, had the utmost respect for Jesus and believed greatly in the power of the Lord.

When Jesus heard what the officer said, He was amazed. Jesus turned to the crowd and said, “I tell you this is the most faith I have seen anywhere, even in Israel.” Though Jesus was a Jew and ministered primarily to the Jews, this Gentile showed more faith and belief in Jesus than His own people.  Jesus healed the servant and when the crowd returned, they found that the servant was healed.
[image: image3.jpg]



Questions:
1. What did the Centurion want with Jesus?

2. Why were the Jews insistent that Jesus come to help the Centurion? 

3. Why didn’t the Centurion want Jesus to come to his house?

How did the people view the Centurion?

How did the Centurion view himself when compared to Jesus?

4. How did Jesus respond to what the Centurion said?

5. What is Faith?

How does the faith of the Centurion challenge our understanding of faith?
Daily Readings:

Monday, February 10, Luke 7: 11-17

Tuesday, February 11, Luke 7: 18-23
Wednesday, February 12, Matthew 11: 2-6
Thursday, February 13, Matthew 11: 7-19
Friday, February 14, Luke 7: 24-35
Saturday, February 15, Reflections

Sunday, February 16, Luke 7: 36-50
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Lesson 7

“Jesus Forgives a Sinful Woman”
Luke 7: 36-50 (NLT)                           
36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so Jesus went to his home and sat down to eat. 
37 When a certain immoral woman from that city heard he was eating there, she brought a beautiful alabaster jar filled with expensive perfume. 
38 Then she knelt behind him at his feet, weeping. Her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them off with her hair. Then she kept kissing his feet and putting perfume on them.

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know what kind of woman is touching him. She’s a sinner!”

40 Then Jesus answered his thoughts. “Simon,” he said to the Pharisee, “I have something to say to you.”

“Go ahead, Teacher,” Simon replied.

41 Then Jesus told him this story: “A man loaned money to two people—500 pieces of silver to one and 50 pieces to the other. 
42 But neither of them could repay him, so he kindly forgave them both, canceling their debts. Who do you suppose loved him more after that?”

43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the larger debt.” “That’s right,” Jesus said. 
44 Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon,
 “Look at this woman kneeling here. When I entered your home, you didn’t offer me water to wash the dust from my feet, but she has washed them with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
45 You didn’t greet me with a kiss, but from the time I first came in, she has not stopped kissing my feet. 
46 You neglected the courtesy of olive oil to anoint my head, but she has anointed my feet with rare perfume.

47 “I tell you, her sins—and they are many—have been forgiven, so she has shown me much love. But a person who is forgiven little shows only little love.” 
48 Then Jesus said to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven.”

49 The men at the table said among themselves, “Who is this man, that he goes around forgiving sins?”

50 And Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
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Commentary: 

Our lesson begins with Simon, a Pharisee, asking Jesus to have dinner with him in his house. As Jesus sat to eat, a woman, from that same city, enters the room, bringing with her an alabaster jar filled with expensive perfume. The woman, known in the city to be an immoral woman, knelt at the feet of Jesus and started crying. She washed the feet of Jesus with her tears. The she wiped Jesus’ feet with hair. She then kissed Jesus’ feet and anointed them with the expensive perfume from the jar she carried. 

When Simon saw what was happening, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know what kind of woman is touching him. She’s a sinner!” This prompted Jesus to share with Simon what is now known as the parable of two debtors. Jesus said that there were two men who both owned money to the same banker. One of the men owed 500 silver coins and the other owed 50 silver coins. Both men had no money to pay their debt. However, the banker told the two men that their did not have to pay him as they debt was forgiven. Jesus asked the Pharisee which of those two men loved the banker more? Simon answered, “I suppose the one who owed the most money.” Jesus said, “You are right,”

Jesus then looked at the woman who was kneeling at His feet, kissing and anointing His feet with the perfume. Jesus explained to Simon how the woman loved Him so much as she has not stopped kissing and anointing His feet with the expensive perfume. Jesus showed how the woman was different in terms of how Simon and the woman treated Him. Even though you, Simon, invited Me to your home, you did not offer to Me the customary foot washing as a guest in your home. You, Simon, did not offer water for My feet so I could wash My own feet before dinner. However, this woman, has shown me great love by her actions on that she has yet to stop wiping My feet.

Footwear, in Jesus’ time, did not stop a person’s feet from getting dirty. It was a general practice to wash a guest’s feet when they entered a home, especially before a meal. Also, it was normal to greet a guest with a kiss as a sign of respect of affection, like a handshake today. Simon did neither yet was disgusted when the ‘sinful’ woman touched Jesus. Unfortunately, Simon’s attitude is seen today as some people, who claim to be righteous, frown when “others” desire to be close to Jesus. The Church needs to know that all are welcome to come and experience the love of Jesus.

Jesus them said to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven.”  The people there began to ask what type of man is this that can forgive sins. Jesus, however, said to the woman, “Because you believed, you are saved from your sins. Go in peace.”
Questions:
1. Why do you think Simon, the Pharisee, invited Jesus to his house for dinner?

2. Why do you think the woman sought out Jesus and brought the alabaster jar of perfume with her to anoint Jesus’ feet?

3. In looking at what the woman’s actions and behavior towards Jesus (wiping His feet, kissing His feet, anointing His feet, etc., what does this portray about herself towards the Messiah? 

How should we act towards Jesus?

4. What ‘bothered’ Simon in verse 39 and what does it show about him?

5. What was the message Jesus was giving from the parable of the two debtors?



What is His message on forgiveness?

6. According to verse 50, why was the woman saved, what saved the woman from her sins?

Read Ephesians 2: 8-9 and explain with Luke 7:50.
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Daily Readings:

Monday, February 17, Luke 8: 1-10
Tuesday, February 18, Luke 8: 11-21
Wednesday, February 19, Luke 8: 22-25, Mark 4: 35-41
Thursday, February 20, Luke 8: 26-39
Friday, February 21, Luke 8: 40-56
Saturday, February 22, Reflections

Sunday, February 23, Luke 9: 1-6, 10-17
February 23, 2025




 Lesson 8

“The Disciples at Work”

Luke 9: 1-6, 10-17 (ERV)
1 One day Jesus called together his twelve disciples and gave them power and authority to cast out all demons and to heal all diseases. 
2 Then he sent them out to tell everyone about the Kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 
3 “Take nothing for your journey,” he instructed them. “Don’t take a walking stick, a traveler’s bag, food, money, or even a change of clothes. 
4 Wherever you go, stay in the same house until you leave town. 
5 And if a town refuses to welcome you, shake its dust from your feet as you leave to show that you have abandoned those people to their fate.”

6 So they began their circuit of the villages, preaching the Good News and healing the sick.

---

10 When the apostles returned, they told Jesus everything they had done. Then he slipped quietly away with them toward the town of Bethsaida. 
11 But the crowds found out where he was going, and they followed him. He welcomed them and taught them about the Kingdom of God, and he healed those who were sick.

12 Late in the afternoon the twelve disciples came to him and said, “Send the crowds away to the nearby villages and farms, so they can find food and lodging for the night. There is nothing to eat here in this remote place.”

13 But Jesus said, “You feed them.” “But we have only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. “Or are you expecting us to go and buy enough food for this whole crowd?” 
14 For there were about 5,000 men there. Jesus replied, “Tell them to sit down in groups of about fifty each.” 
15 So the people all sat down. 
16 Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward heaven, and blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves into pieces, he kept giving the bread and fish to the disciples so they could distribute it to the people. 
17 They all ate as much as they wanted, and afterward, the disciples picked up twelve baskets of leftovers!
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Commentary:

So far in Luke’s gospel, Jesus has been the central figure in teaching, preaching, and performing miracles. In our lesson today, Jesus delegates power and authority to His disciples as He sends them out to proclaim the Kingdom of God. Jesus instructed His disciples to go and cast out demons, heal diseases, and preach on the Kingdom of God. However, in their travels, they were instructed not to take a staff, a traveler’s bag, food, money, or changing clothes. This was to have the disciples depend on and trust in God as He would provide for them. 

Jesus told them that wherever they went, stay in the same house until they left that town. However, if a town refused to receive them, they were to shake the dust from their feet to show that the city’s refusal of receiving you and the message you would bring would be a warning against them for refusing to hear from the Lord. The disciples did as Jesus said, preaching and healing many diseases.  

When the disciples returned, they told Jesus all that took place. Jesus then took them to a deserted place in the town of Bethsaida for a private moment with His disciples. Jesus did this to care for and bless His disciples for the work they did. However, while in that deserted place, the crowd discovered where they were and inquired Jesus to speak a Word to them. Jesus received the crowd, spoke to them about the Kingdom of God and healed those who were sick. 

As the day passed, the disciples asked if they could send the crowd away so that the people could go and get something to eat and a place to sleep as they were in a deserted place. Jesus, however, commanded His disciples to give them something to eat. The only food the disciples could find was five loaves of bread and two fish and this clearly was not enough to feed the large crowd of over 5000 men. The disciples asked if they should go out and buy food for the crowd. The disciples did not realize that Jesus was challenging their faith in God, believing and trusting that God can provide for any situation.

Jesus instructed His disciples to have everyone to sit. Jesus then took the bread and fish and blessed it in the presence of His Father. Jesus blessed God for supplying such a meal for such a large crowd. The Lord then broke the food and gave it to His disciples to distribute it amongst the crowd. After everyone ate and were full, Jesus instructed the disciples to gather up the leftovers. Twelve baskets of leftovers were picked up. Jesus miraculously multiplied the bread and fish until everyone were fed and used the hands of the disciples to distribute the meal so that they could witness firsthand what God could do.
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Questions: 
1. What did Jesus send the disciples to do in verse one, and how did He equip them?

2. Why did the disciples then, and us today, need power and authority from Jesus to do what He commands us to do?

Define POWER and AUTHORITY.

3. Why do you think Jesus instructed the disciples not to take anything for their journey, (no staff, bag, food, money or clothes)?
4. Why do you think Jesus took His disciples to a private, deserted place in Bethsaida and what can we learn from this?

5. How does the feeding of the 5000 demonstrate God’s ability to provide in scarcity?
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Daily Readings:

Monday, February 24, Luke 9: 18-36

Tuesday, February 25, Luke 9: 37-50
Wednesday, February 26, Luke 9: 51-62

Thursday, February 27, Luke 10: 1-12
Friday, February 28, Luke 10: 13-24
Saturday, March 1, Reflection
Sunday, March 2, Luke 10: 25-37
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