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“For the grassSece of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all people. 12 And we are instructed to turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should live in this evil world with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God.”  
Titus 2: 11-12 (NLT)

Grace is described as “undeserved or unmerited favor.” Grace is God’s love, mercy and favor He shows to us who are unworthy. In His grace, God forgives and blesses us, despite the fact that we do not deserve to receive it. God gives us grace because the Lord loves us, He sees us as His treasures, He delights in us, and He gives abundant life to us. Throughout this year, we will look at various biblical examples of individuals who were recipients of God’s amazing grace in their lives.

Our lessons over the next 13 weeks will come from the Gospel of Luke. Luke, a physician and missionary companion of the Apostle Paul, wrote on the life of Jesus, the Great Physician, who ministered to and had great compassion for everyone: Jews, Gentiles, Samaritans, women, children, tax collectors, and sinners. The Gospel message of Jesus, shared in the Book of Luke, was to bring salvation to all. Jesus extended grace to all, especially those shunned by society. Jesus called for individuals to follow Him as His disciples. It is our prayer that from our lessons, we too follow Jesus as His disciples, leave behind our old ways, and grow in faith and understanding of His Kingdom.
Lessons:
Mar. 2

“The Good Samaritan”

Luke 10: 25-37
Mar. 9

“Warning to Religious Leaders”
Luke 11: 37-54
Mar. 16

“A Father and His Two Sons”
Luke 15: 11-32
Mar. 23

“The Rich Man and Lazarus”
Luke 16: 19-31
Mar. 30

“Jesus Heals the Ten Lepers”
Luke 17: 11-19
March 2, 2025 





Lesson 9
“The Good Samaritan”
Luke 10: 25-37 (NKJV)
25 Then an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. He said, “Teacher, what must I do to get eternal life?”
26 Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you understand from it?”
27 The man answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.’ Also, ‘Love your neighbor the same as you love yourself.’”
28 Jesus said, “Your answer is right. Do this and you will have eternal life.”

29 But the man wanted to show that the way he was living was right. So he said to Jesus, “But who is my neighbor?”

30 To answer this question, Jesus said, “A man was going down the road from Jerusalem to Jericho. Some robbers surrounded him, tore off his clothes, and beat him. Then they left him lying there on the ground almost dead.

31 “It happened that a Jewish priest was going down that road. When he saw the man, he did not stop to help him. He walked away. 
32 Next, a Levite came near. He saw the hurt man, but he went around him. He would not stop to help him either. He just walked away.

33 “Then a Samaritan man traveled down that road. He came to the place where the hurt man was lying. He saw the man and felt very sorry for him. 
34 The Samaritan went to him and poured olive oil and wine on his wounds. Then he covered the man’s wounds with cloth. The Samaritan had a donkey. He put the hurt man on his donkey, and he took him to an inn. There he cared for him. 
35 The next day, the Samaritan took out two silver coins and gave them to the man who worked at the inn. He said, ‘Take care of this hurt man. If you spend more money on him, I will pay it back to you when I come again.’”

36 Then Jesus said, “Which one of these three men do you think was really a neighbor to the man who was hurt by the robbers?”

37 The teacher of the law answered, “The one who helped him.” Jesus said, “Then you go and do the same.

Commentary:
Our lesson begins with a lawyer, an expert in religious law, approaching Jesus with a question. He asked Him, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” It appears that his question deals with salvation and/or being resurrected after death as Daniel 12:2 (NLT) states, “Many of those whose bodies lie dead and buried will rise up, some to everlasting life and some to shame and everlasting disgrace.” 

Jesus answered his question with a question, saying, “What is written in the law? What do you understand from it?” The man replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.’ Also, ‘Love your neighbor the same as you love yourself.” The man’s answered from what he knew in Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. Jesus affirmed the man’s answer in saying, “Your answer is right. Do this and you will have eternal life.”
It appears that the way Jesus said this, gave the impression that the man was not fulfilling the law, thus was lacking what it took to receive eternal life. This prompted the man to ask Jesus, “And who is my neighbor,” wanting to justify himself and his actions. This led to Jesus telling a story, a parable, of the good Samaritan.

Jesus tells a story of a man who was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. On his way, he is attacked by thieves, who stripped him, beat him up, and left him half dead on the side of the road. A priest comes along, sees the man, and passes by on the other side. Next, a Levite, comes along, sees the man, and too passes on the other side. A Samaritan, comes by, sees the man, and has compassion for him. The Samaritan takes the man, bandages him up, sets him on his donkey, and takes him to an inn where he cares for the man. The Samaritan then gives money to the innkeeper and ask him to care for the man. He said, if this is not enough, I will come back and give you more money. After telling this story, Jesus asks the lawyer, ‘Which one of these three men do you think was really a neighbor to the man who was hurt by the robbers?” The lawyer said, “The one who helped him.” Jesus told him to go and do likewise. 

We do not know why the priest and Levite did not help the man. The point we do gather is that though they saw themselves as righteous men, God-fearing men, law-observant, holy men, they failed to act as a neighbor to someone in need. However, an ‘enemy’ to the Jews, a Samaritan was the one who acted as a neighbor to the man. The Samaritan showed love and compassion at a great cost to himself. When Jesus asked the lawyer, “Which one of these three men do you think was really a neighbor, turned the lawyer’s original question of “Who is my neighbor?” to “Am I being a neighbor?” 

This lesson makes us take a long look at ourselves and ask, are we just looking the part of being a Christian, or are we living and practicing what the Bible instructs us to do. Do we just claim to be a Believer or do we practice what we preach and help others and be a good neighbor? 
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Questions:
1. What did the lawyer desire when he asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor,” and how did Jesus respond to him?

2. Why do you think Jesus used the priest and the Levite in the story and what point was made with them?

3. In what ways have you been “neighborly” to others who are not like you lately?

4. How are you like the man that was stripped and beaten?

How are you like the good Samaritan?

How has Jesus provided and cared for you in your most hopeless situation?
[image: image2.jpg]



Daily Readings:

Monday, March 3, Luke 10: 38-42
Tuesday, March 4, Luke 11: 1-4
Wednesday, March 5, Luke 11: 5-13
Thursday, March 6, Luke 11: 14-26
Friday, March 7, Luke 11: 27-36
Saturday, March 8, Reflection

Sunday, March 9, Luke 11: 37-54

March 9, 2025





Lesson 10
“A Warning to Religious Leaders”

Luke 11: 37-54 (ERV)
37 After Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee asked Jesus to eat with him. So he went and took a place at the table. 
38 But the Pharisee was surprised when he saw that Jesus did not wash his hands first before the meal. 
39 The Lord said to him, “The washing you Pharisees do is like cleaning only the outside of a cup or a dish. But what is inside you? You want only to cheat and hurt people. 
40 You are foolish! The same one who made what is outside also made what is inside. 
41 So pay attention to what is inside. Give to the people who need help. Then you will be fully clean.

42 “But it will be bad for you Pharisees! You give God a tenth of the food you get, even your mint, your rue, and every other little plant in your garden. But you forget to be fair to others and to love God. These are the things you should do. And you should also continue to do those other things.

43 “It will be bad for you Pharisees because you love to have the most important seats in the synagogues. And you love for people to show respect to you in the marketplaces. 
44 It will be bad for you, because you are like hidden graves. People walk on them without knowing it.”

45 One of the experts in the law said to Jesus, “Teacher, when you say these things about the Pharisees, you are criticizing our group too.”

46 Jesus answered, “It will be bad for you, you experts in the law! You make strict rules that are very hard for people to obey. You try to force others to obey your rules. But you yourselves don’t even try to follow any of those rules. 
47 It will be bad for you, because you build tombs for the prophets. But these are the same prophets your ancestors killed! 
48 And now you show all people that you agree with what your ancestors did. They killed the prophets, and you build tombs for the prophets! 
49 This is why God in his wisdom said, ‘I will send prophets and apostles to them. Some of my prophets and apostles will be killed by evil men. Others will be treated badly.’

50 “So you people who live now will be punished for the deaths of all the prophets who were killed since the beginning of the world. 
51 You will be punished for the killing of Abel. And you will be punished for the killing of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the Temple. Yes, I tell you that you people will be punished for them all.

52 “It will be bad for you, you experts in the law! You have taken away the key to learning about God. You yourselves would not learn, and you stopped others from learning too.”

53 When Jesus went out, the teachers of the law and the Pharisees began to give him much trouble. They tried to make him answer questions about many things. 
54 They were trying to find a way to catch Jesus saying something wrong.

Commentary:
This lesson comes after Jesus addresses and rebukes those who accused Him of casting out a demon by the powers of Beelzebub as well as criticized those that wanted Him to perform a sign from heaven.  Jesus told them that the people who live today are evil and no miracle will be done to prove anything to them. The only sign will be the miracle that happened to Jonah and Jonah was a sign for those who lived in Nineveh. The same is with Him and He is a sign for the people today. The people of Nineveh and the queen of the South would rise and condemn them in the judgment because someone greater than Jonah was present with them and preached to them. However, unlike the people of Nineveh in Jonah’s day, you people have not repented and changed your lives and hearts. (verses 29-32)

Jesus told the crowd, in verses 33-36, be a light for the world. Jesus’ messages and teachings was showing them the Light. His messages should have given them a model on how to live and how to love others. He said, “When you look at people and want to help them, you are full of light. But when you look at people in a selfish way, you are full of darkness.” Jesus warned them to not let the light in them become darkness.

After speaking to the crowd, a Pharisee asked Jesus to dine with him. As they went in, the Pharisee noticed, and was surprised, that Jesus did not wash his hands before the meal. Knowing what the Pharisee was thinking, Jesus said to him, “The washing you Pharisees do is like cleaning only the outside of a cup or a dish. But what is inside you? You want only to cheat and hurt people.” Jesus told the Pharisees present that they should clean the inside, (their hearts, their minds, theirs spirts) just as they do on the outside. They are to help and give to people so that they could be clean.

In our society, people try to wash their hands with soap and water or some sort of disinfectant lotion to reduce the risk of getting sick from any germs that are on the hands. The Pharisees only did a ceremonial washing with water as a ritual to remove defilement from being in contact with the world and make their hands holy. They would dip, “baptize”, them in a bowl of water. Jesus was not against washing, but He was against rituals that gave a false sense of righteousness. It appears that He purposely did not wash his hands to be able to point out the spiritual blindness of those present.

From verses 42-54, Jesus gives what is called a series of “woes” to the Pharisees and religious leaders or lawyers. A “woe” is an expression of intense hardship and distress. A “woe” is to say to someone, “what sorrow awaits you” or “it will be bad for you.” The first “woe” statement, in verse 42, says, “it will be bad for you Pharisees! You give God a tenth of the food you get, even your mint, your rue, and every other little plant in your garden. But you forget to be fair to others and to love God. These are the things you should do. And you should also continue to do those other things.” The Pharisees were thorough about giving a tenth, a tithe to the Lord in that they even tithed their spices. While Jesus upheld the obligation of tithing, He condemned them for neglecting to be fair, honest, and show God’s love to their neighbors. This, He said, weighed more to God than giving one’s tithe. They were tithers but showed little love and compassion towards people.

The second “woe” statement is found in verse 43. Jesus said it will be bad for you Pharisees because you love to have the most important seats in the synagogues, and you love for people to show respect to you in the marketplaces. Jesus condemned them as the loved to have people notice how important they were. It made them feel good to be addressed by their titles. They were focused on their own glory and not on the glory of God. Pride was in their heart, but humility should be in the hearts of a child of God.

The third “woe” statement, found in verse 44 says, “It will be bad for you, because you are like hidden graves. People walk on them without knowing it.” Jews believed that if they came in contact with a tomb of a dead body, they were ceremonially unclean for seven days. They believed that sin led to death and that the contamination of sin and death spread to others if not handled. Jesus accused the Pharisees, who though believed highly on cleanliness, of defiling the nation through their own spiritual death. 

After Jesus said this, an expert of Jewish law, a lawyer, who was present at the dinner, spoke up. Accusing Jesus of talking about him and the other lawyers, he said, “Teacher, when you say these things about the Pharisees, you are criticizing our group too.” Not apologizing for what He said, Jesus continues and includes the experts of the law, the lawyers, as well as He gives more “woe” statements. 

The fourth “woe” statement, found in verse 46 says, “It will be bad for you, you experts in the law! You make strict rules that are very hard for people to obey. You try to force others to obey your rules. But you yourselves don’t even try to follow any of those rules.” Jesus accused them of emphasizing religious rules for the people to follow that were very hard to obey, yet they themselves found loopholes that enabled them to not follow the same rules they enforced. 

The fifth “woe” statement is found in verse 47. Jesus told them that it would be bad for them for they have built tombs for the prophets that their own ancestors killed. Though the Pharisees and religious leaders were not present during the days of the prophets, Jesus included them with their ancestors who did kill the prophets as what they were now doing is just as bad as what their ancestors did back then. The Pharisees and religious leaders publicly acted like they were honoring the prophets of yesteryear, honoring the men who came and declared the Word of God for His people. However, inwardly, they, like their ancestors, dishonored the work of those prophets in that they too did not repent of the very sins the prophets preached against. 

The sixth “woe” statement, found in verse 52, says “It will be bad for you, you experts in the law! You have taken away the key to learning about God. You yourselves would not learn, and you stopped others from learning too.” Jesus was saying to them that the only way to learn and grow in God is by having a relationship with God. However, the Pharisees and religious leaders only gave heed to tradition and following rules, laws. This gave them the wrong meaning to the very scriptures they were sharing to the people. With their hearts and minds on the wrong thing, the way they taught and shared God’s Word to the people was wrong, thus causing the people to miss the true meaning of God’s Holy Word. 

When Jesus finished speaking, He went out. The Pharisees, teachers, and lawyers, became hostile towards Jesus and started provoking Him with many questions. The leaders tried to trick Jesus into saying something that they could use against Him as they tried to find fault in Him. 
Questions:
1. In what ways do people try to be “clean” on the outside but fail to address the real issue on the inside?

2. Why is God more concerned with a clean heart rather than outward behavior?

3. Of the six “woe” statements, which one stuck out to you the most?          Why do you think it stuck out to you and what will you take from it?

4. Is there a difference between reputation and character?     Explain.  

5. In what areas of your life are you more concerned with the opinion of others in your life than God’s opinion? 

6. How often do you truly go before God and to confess your sins to Him? 

7. What does it mean to you to walk humbly before the Lord?
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Daily Readings:
Monday, March 10, Luke 12: 1-34

Tuesday, March 11, Luke 12: 35-59
Wednesday, March 12, Luke 13: 1-35
Thursday, March 13, Luke 14: 1-35
Friday, March 14, Luke 15: 1-10
Saturday, March 15, Reflections

Sunday, March 16, Luke 15: 11-32
March 16, 2025




Lesson 11

“A Father and His Two Sons”
Luke 15: 11-32 (ERV)
11 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 
12 The younger son said to his father, ‘Give me now the part of your property that I am supposed to receive someday.’ So the father divided his wealth between his two sons.

13 “A few days later the younger son gathered up all that he had and left. He traveled far away to another country, and there he wasted his money living like a fool. 
14 After he spent everything he had, there was a terrible famine throughout the country. He was hungry and needed money. 
15 So he went and got a job with one of the people who lived there. The man sent him into the fields to feed pigs. 
16 He was so hungry that he wanted to eat the food the pigs were eating. But no one gave him anything.

17 “The son realized that he had been very foolish. He thought, ‘All my father’s hired workers have plenty of food. But here I am, almost dead because I have nothing to eat. 
18 I will leave and go to my father. I will say to him: Father, I have sinned against God and have done wrong to you. 
19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. But let me be like one of your hired workers.’ 
20 So he left and went to his father. “While the son was still a long way off, his father saw him coming and felt sorry for him. So he ran to him and hugged and kissed him. 
21 The son said, ‘Father, I have sinned against God and have done wrong to you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Hurry! Bring the best clothes and put them on him. Also, put a ring on his finger and good sandals on his feet. 
23 And bring our best calf and kill it so that we can celebrate with plenty to eat. 
24 My son was dead, but now he is alive again! He was lost, but now he is found!’ So they began to have a party.

25 “The older son had been out in the field. When he came near the house, he heard the sound of music and dancing. 
26 So he called to one of the servant boys and asked, ‘What does all this mean?’ 
27 The boy said, ‘Your brother has come back, and your father killed the best calf to eat. He is happy because he has his son back safe and sound.’

28 “The older son was angry and would not go in to the party. So his father went out and begged him to come in. 
29 But he said to his father, ‘Look, for all these years I have worked like a slave for you. I have always done what you told me to do, and you never gave me even a young goat for a party with my friends. 
30 But then this son of yours comes home after wasting your money on prostitutes, and you kill the best calf for him!’

31 “His father said to him, ‘Oh, my son, you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 
32 But this was a day to be happy and celebrate. Your brother was dead, but now he is alive. He was lost, but now he is found.’”

Commentary:
In Luke chapter 15, tax collectors and sinners gathered around Jesus to hear Him teach. The Pharisees and teachers of the Law were angry and said among themselves, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” Knowing what they were thinking, Jesus tells the crowd three parables which explained why He chose to associate with sinners. The first parable was on the lost sheep where a person had 100 sheep, and one was lost. Jesus said, “would not that one leave the ninety-nine and go after the lost sheep?”  That person would rejoice when that lost sheep is found. In the same way, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than the ninety-nine righteous who do not need to repent.

The second parable is of the lost coin. A woman had ten coins but loses one and searches her home until she finds it. When she does find it, she rejoiced, telling all her friends about it. Jesus said that the angels rejoice over one sinner who repents.

The third parable is our lesson for today, the parable of the lost son. The story begins with a man and his two sons. The younger son asked his father for his portion of the estate. Typically, a son would receive their inheritance at the time of the father’s death. For the younger son to ask for his share before his father transitioned, showed that he was selfish, rebellious, and showed his father little respect. 

After receiving his share, the younger son goes to a distant place where he wastes his money on wild living. When his money runs out, a severe famine hits the land, and the son finds himself in dire need. He takes a job feeding pigs. Being in the state he is in, hungry, little money, destitute, that even the food the pigs ate looked appealing to him. However, the son came to his senses. He thought about those who worked for his father and how they had food and was well cared for. He made up his mind to return home and ask his father to hire him. He said to himself, “I will go to my father and say to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Please make me like one of your hired servants.” With that, the son got up and returned home.

Pigs, to the Jews, were considered unclean animals. Jews were not allowed to touch pigs. For the son to take a job feeding pigs and even considered eating what the pigs ate showed just how low the son fell. The younger son here, represents those who rebel against God. Sometimes we must hit ‘rock-bottom’ before we come to our senses, recognize our faults, our sins, and go to the Lord.

The younger son came to his senses and remembered the love and generosity of his father. In humility, the son recognized his pride, his foolish ways, and decided to return to his father and ask for forgiveness and mercy. 

As the younger son was on his way home, his father saw him from a distance and ran to meet him. The father threw his arms around him and kissed him. He rejoiced over the return of his lost son. The younger son attempted to apologize for all he did, saying, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” The father though, turned to his servants and asks them to prepare a huge feast in honor of his son’s return. The father asked for the best robe for his son, a ring for his finger, and shoes for his feet. 

The gifts the father gave to the son upon his return home, symbolizes the love and compassion God gives to us when we return to Him with humble hearts. God restores us from our sinful nature. God also offers to us, everything in His Kingdom. We are special to Him and He joyfully receives us as His children. God does not dwell on our past but embraces us for our present and our future with Him.

As the feast was going on, the older son hears that his brother has returned, and his father has thrown a feast for him. The older son is livid and refused to join the celebration. The father goes out and pleads with his son to join the feast. However, the older son addressed his father explaining how he worked for his dad, never disobeyed his orders, yet his father never gave him a feast. The son told his father he was angry that the younger son lost all the money he gave him and returned home, and the father still gave him a party. 

The father took the older son and lovingly explained to him that he has noticed all that he has done for him, working for him, being obedient, etc., and encouraged him by saying that everything I have is yours. However, this day, we will celebrate as the younger son was away, was ‘dead’, but now is ‘alive’ and well. 

Bitterness and anger kept the older son from forgiving his brother. His anger blinded him from seeing the gifts he freely enjoyed because of his relationship and faithfulness to his father. The older son is a picture of how the Pharisees and teachers carried themselves. Their self-righteousness caused them to associate with sinners that they have forgotten to rejoice with love when a sinner returns to God. 
Questions:
1. What did the younger son want from his father at the beginning of the story and what was socially and relationally wrong with his request?

2. Has there ever been a time when your heart was far from God … you put other things ahead of your relationship with God?

3. Where did the younger son go when he ran out of money?

What does this place represent at this point of his life?

4. What did the father do when he saw his son from a far off on his way home?

5. Why was the older son upset and who does he represent?

6. Do we celebrate when a child of God returns home?

How do we come home to God?

Daily Readings:
Monday, March 17, Luke 16: 1-13
Tuesday, March 18, Matthew 6: 19-24
Wednesday, March 19, Matthew 5: 17-20
Thursday, March 20, Matthew 5: 21-32
Friday, March 21, Luke 16: 14-18
Saturday, March 22, Reflections

Sunday, March 23, Luke 16: 19-31
March 23, 2025




Lesson 12

“The Rich Man and Lazarus”

Luke 16: 19-31 (NLT)

19 Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly clothed in purple and fine linen and who lived each day in luxury. 
20 At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with sores. 
21 As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, the dogs would come and lick his open sores.

22 “Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the heavenly banquet. The rich man also died and was buried, 
23 and he went to the place of the dead. There, in torment, he saw Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at his side.

24 “The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.’

25 “But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being comforted, and you are in anguish. 
26 And besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No one can cross over to you from here, and no one can cross over to us from there.’

27 “Then the rich man said, ‘Please, Father Abraham, at least send him to my father’s home. 
28 For I have five brothers, and I want him to warn them so they don’t end up in this place of torment.’

29 “But Abraham said, ‘Moses and the prophets have warned them. Your brothers can read what they wrote.’

30 “The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if someone is sent to them from the dead, then they will repent of their sins and turn to God.’

31 “But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the prophets, they won’t be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’”

Commentary:

In our lesson today, Jesus tells the story of two different men. One of the men was a rich man who clothed himself in the finest clothes. He was so rich that he was able to enjoy the pleasures of life. The other man was a poor man named Lazurus. Lazurus was a beggar who laid at the gate of the rich man’s home, begging for the crumbs that fell from his table. The Bible says that Lazurus’ body was covered with sores and dogs came to lick on his sores. The rich man and Lazarus physically were not far apart as Lazarus laid at his gate just wanting something to eat, but they were socially and emotionally miles apart as the rich man wanted nothing to do with Lazarus. 

God’s Word commands us to help those in need. Deut. 15: 7-8 (ERV) says, “When you are living in the land the Lord your God is giving you, there might be some poor people living among you. You must not be selfish. You must not refuse to give help to them. 8 You must be willing to share with them. You must lend them whatever they need.” 1 John 3:17 (ERV) said, “Suppose a believer who is rich enough to have all the necessities of life sees a fellow believer who is poor and does not have even basic needs. What if the rich believer does not help the poor one? Then it is clear that God’s love is not in that person’s heart.”
As time went on, both men died. After his death, nothing is mentioned of his burial, suggesting his physical body was not given a memorial. However, Lazarus’ soul was carried away by the angels to a place of honor, into the arms of Abraham. The rich man however, was buried, suggesting he was given a proper memorial. Yet, his soul was sent to the place of death called Hades where there was great suffering and torment. 

Lazarus was not sent to heaven just because he was poor on earth, anymore than the rich man was sent to Hades because of his wealth. Lazarus undoubtedly had a relationship with God, whereas the rich man did not as his riches and wealth was his god. He was so fixated on what he had that he could not show love and compassion to his fellow neighbor, Lazarus. 

Verse 23 says that the rich man looked up from Hades and saw Lazarus in the arms of Abraham. The rich man cried out for Abraham to have mercy on him and allow Lazurus to come and cool his tongue by tipping his finger in water and placing it in his mouth. He stated that he was suffering from the heat of the fire. Abraham, however, told him that this cannot be done as there is a great gulf separating Abraham and Lazarus from the rich man that no one can cross. Abraham then reminded him of how well he lived and how he did not do for Lazarus. Now, it is Lazarus who is in comfort while he suffers for the things he did not do on earth. Because of the gulf, the separation between the two now, no one can go over and help him just as he chose not to help Lazarus when they both were alive.

The rich man then begged for Abraham for someone to go to his father’s house and speak to his five brothers about Hades. Abraham tells him that they already had Moses and the prophets to warn them of how to live for God. Abraham told him that his brothers could read what they wrote. The rich man pleaded out to Abraham saying that if someone is sent to them from the dead, then they will repent of their sins and turn to God. Abraham said to him, “If they won’t listen to Moses and the prophets, they won’t be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’”
This story shows the importance of the outcome, the eternal judgment of our lives based on what and how we live here on earth. Do we show our love of God through how we treat others, or do we think more of ourselves that we neglect the care of others? Do we heed the warnings written in the Bible from the prophets, the gospel writers, the Psalms, etc., or do we ignore the Word of God and live how we want to live? 

Questions:
1. How did the rich man use his money and what kind of lifestyle did he have?

2. How did the rich man disregard God’s command in helping Lazarus?

3. How are the fortunes of the rich man and Lazarus reversed when they die?

4. Compare the life, the death, and the afterlife of both the rich man and Lazarus. What are some details Jesus give in this parable in the differences in Lazarus and the rich man and why is it significant?      

5. What can we learn about heaven and hell (Hades) from this parable?
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Daily Readings:
Monday, March 25, Matthew 6: 5-15
Tuesday, March 26, Ephesians 4: 25-32
Wednesday, March 27, Luke 7: 1-10
Thursday, March 28, Psalm 103: 1-3
Friday, March 28, Psalm 41: 1-4
Saturday, March 29, Reflections
Sunday, March 30, Luke 17: 11-19

March 30, 2025




Lesson 13
“Jesus Heals the Ten Lepers”
Luke 17: 11-19 (NLT)

11 Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 
12 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. 
13 And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”
14 So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed.

15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, 
16 and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan.

17 So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? 
18 Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” 
19 And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.”

Commentary:
The healing of the ten lepers is only found in Luke’s gospel. Luke, being a physician by trade, saw something interesting in this story. Luke probably believed that there are many lessons in this healing story for us to learn from. Let us look at the text.

As Jesus was traveling to Jerusalem, He entered a village where He was met by ten lepers. Leprosy, in those days, was an infectious disease. According to their law, found in Leviticus 13, a leper was to isolate themselves from their community as they were considered unclean. They were to stand afar off and shout to anyone coming in their direction, “Unclean, unclean” to warn that person that they were there and it might be unsafe for them to come near them. Only the priest could allow them back into society as the priest would examine their skin to see if the disease was gone.

As Jesus was coming in their direction, the lepers did not shout, “Unclean”, but instead cried out for Jesus to heal them by saying, “have mercy on us,” Undoubtedly, somewhere before, these lepers heard about Jesus as they recognized Him to be Lord, Master, and a great healer. These lepers disobeyed the written law of shouting “Unclean” but called on Jesus to heal them.

Jesus looked upon them and instructed them to go and show themselves to the priests as according to the Law. Notice, Jesus did not touch them but told them to go and show themselves to the priests as their healing would come from their faith and trust in Jesus’ Words. 

Verse 14 says that as the lepers went to the priests to show themselves, they were cleansed of their leprosy. One of them, a Samaritan, noticed that he was healed and returned to Jesus, shouting and praising Him. He fell to the ground and worshipped the Lord at His feet. Jesus looked at him and asked, “Didn’t I heal ten men? Where are the other nine? Has no one returned to give glory to God except this foreigner? Jesus, being a Jew, was ‘surprised’ that only the Samaritan returned and said, “thank you” and not the other lepers who were Jews like Jesus. Jesus told the man to stand up and go as his faith has healed him. The Samaritan was healed both physically from leprosy as well as spiritually from his sins. 

Questions:
1. What did the ten lepers cry out to Jesus in verse 13?

What were they supposed to yell out being they were lepers, according to the law in the Old Testament?

2. Why do you think Jesus told them to go to the priests without touching them for healing or simply saying to them, “Be healed.”

3. Who returned to Jesus and gave thanks and what is significant about him returning?

4. Why do you think the other nine did not turn around and give thanks to Jesus?

5. Why is it important to give thanks unto the Lord?

6. What things are you grateful for?
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Daily Readings:
Monday, March 31, Luke 18: 1-8

Tuesday, April 1, Luke 18: 9-17
Wednesday, April 2, Luke 18: 18-25
Thursday, April 3, Luke 18: 26-34
Friday, April 4, Luke 18: 35-43
Saturday, April 5, Reflections

Sunday, April 6, Luke 19: 1-10
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